New Meeting Location for SWG July 25 Meeting
A Letter from the President

Fellow Guild members,

This is a reminder that we will be holding our July 25 meeting at the historic Midtown Carnegie Library, the oldest continuously used library in Springfield.

The Midtown Carnegie branch, part of the Springfield-Greene County Library system, opened on March 12, 1905.  Built with a $50,000 grant from famed philanthropist Andrew Carnegie, it was the city's first permanent, purpose-built public library.

The building features a classic early 20th-century design, which includes its original stained-glass windows.  The facility recently completed a major renovation that updated its heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system, elevator, and historic features like the quote "A book fitly chosen is a lifelong friend" painted above the circulation desk.

Given that our organization, the Springfield Writers’ Guild, was founded in 1943, I cannot help but wonder if our SWG founders and predecessors held some of their meetings in this historic facility.

For those of you who have never been to the Midtown Carnegie branch, it is located at 397 East Central Street, which is the junction of East Central Street and North Jefferson Avenue in Springfield, MO.  

The facility’s main parking lot is located on the back side of the building.  There is an accessible entrance from the parking lot for library patrons and guests.  A walking ramp and elevator are available within the building.  Our meeting will be held in the “Community Room.”

According to Monica Holcomb, our SWG reservation coordinator, all the large community meeting rooms in the Springfield-Greene County Library system’s facilities were pre-booked this month for other events.  

That said, we will be back at The Library Center, our regular meeting venue, for our August 22 meeting.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone Saturday, July 25, at the Midtown Carnegie Library!

With Appreciation,

Chris Keller
SWG President
